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benefit derived therefrom by the community. At every church 


collections were made, which will be applied to the benefit of the 


poor; and, at our principal synagogue, the Rev. the Chief Rabbi, 


as a good tactician, seized the opportunity of so large an assemb- 


but to those Foreign parts where an extra is charged at the Post Office, the | 


amount of the same will be added to the original subscription. 


PRACTICAL THANKSGIVING. 


Ix consequence of the general day of rest observed on Thursday, 
the 15th inst., in which printers had a right to claim a share as 
well as other men, we were precluded from giving a detailed 
account in our last Number of the observance of the Day of 
Thanksgiving by the Jewish community, on whom, as we stated 
before, it was more imperative than upon any other community 
of Her Majesty’s subjects to render thanks unto God for having 
spared their lives from falling a prey to the dreadful scourge. 
The attendance at the synagogues, particularly at the great one 
in Duke’s-place, and at the Spanish and Portuguese, Bevis Marks, 
which was as numerous as on the most solemn in the Jewish 
Ritual, the Day of Atonement, testified the fervour of religious 
gratitude felt by our Jewish brethren at large, orthodox, ultra- 


to defeat the desired object more signally than self-praise. 


orthodox, and reformers, and their evident anxiety to give vent | 


to their grateful meditations in song and prayer. Jewish men 
and women, the latter in particular, enjoying the advantage of 
riding, from which they are precluded on Sabbath avd festivals, 
flocked to the house of God in numbers that reminded us of the 
éescription given of pilgrimages to the Holy Temple at Jeru- 
salem. One thought, one motive, appeared to animate them all, 
to thank, in the best mode frail man is able to thank so 
great a Being, Him who is all-powerful and self-sufficient. It 
was aptly observed by an able pen of the press, ‘“‘ Such occasions 
as this have the happy tendency of drawing the whole nation 
tozether, as it were, into one family. Availing ourselves of the 
- privilege of the season, we invade the privacy of distress, and 
unveil the horrors of despair. A thousand personal groups of 
Misery are presented to our eyes. The griefs of parents, of 
children, and each other relation, find an echo in our own do- 
mestic affections. It is our too usual custom to regard poverty 
and labour in the mass as something beyond or below our control, 
and as a vast unmanageable ill. A pestilence, then, which strikes 
here and there like a thunderbolt, which fells the pauper one 
hour and the gentleman the next, and suddenly turns an obscure 
chamber into the theatre of an awful catastrophe, breaks up this 
huge mass into parts, brings its details before us in easy propor- 
tions, and impresses on us that the state is only an aggregation 
of households such as our own.” 

But Jews and Christians :nderstood how to give to the solemn 
observance so practical a turn; the preachers in the churches and 
in the synagogues so skilfully directed the eloquence of their 
Sermons and discourses, that, besides the indirect advantages 
which the ceremony offered, we can at once show the immediate 


lage, and of the attendance of so many wealthy in the congregation, 
to urge the necessity of a dispensary for the poor in the Jewish 


- community —a necessity which the recent case of destitution in 


Union-street proved beyond doubt, and to which the Jewish 
Chronicle first gave publicity. Nothing can be more odious in a 
writer or speaker, than to boast of himself. Nothing can = 

ut 
there are times when a writer or a speaker is permitted to dwell 
on his own merits, and is likely to benefit a cause by alluding to 
his having originated a good deed. In the instance before us, we 
cannot resist speaking of ourselves having first drawn attention to 
the case of destitution, and to the necessity of instituting a reform 
in the system of medical relief for the poor; not because we wish 
to evince the power of our humble organ, but because we are 
desirous of still further urging that necessity upon the public, 
and to make ourselves heard by those who are rather deaf to the 
voice of a small two-penny paper, but who take as gospel every 
word which appears in the broad five-penny sheets. We are 
anxious to impress on the minds of Jewish authorities, that how- 
ever rejoiced we are to perceive that the Rev. the Chief Rabbi 
has taken up the matter of a dispensary; however happy we are 
to announce that 250/. have been offered and collected in the 


synagogue; and, moreover, that the munificent sum of 1,500/., 
left by the late Mr. James Samuel for a charitable purpose, is 


abuses. 


show, but effect nothing. 


open to afford relief. 


likely to be devoted by the benevolent executors to the contem- 
plated dispensary; however happy we may be at perceiving the 
unanimity in the congregations as to the adoption of the Chief 
Rabbi's advice ; yet we persist in stating, that unless a different 
system be adopted in the regime of the medical staff; unless, we 
say, a proper investigation is instituted, and a more rigorous 
observance of the duties incumbent on the medical men be enforced, 
the dispensary, with all its hundreds of pounds, will be useless, 
It may, like some other of our establishments, make a good 
We have shewn the neglect of the 
medical attendance in the case in Union-street, and we have 
another letter in our impression this day, alleging similar neglect. 
If the Rev. the Chief Rabbi deems it proper to throw the shield 
of protection round the medical officers, he cannot know the full 
extent of existing abuses; for, if he did, it would be his duty, 
like ours, at least to direct the attention of the executive to those 
No man is more anxious than the Chief Rabbi to benefit 
the poor. We speak from experience when we say, that when- 
ever applications aremade for the needy, his purse is liberally 
(more liberally than that of many of the wealthy in his flock) 
We, therefore, respectfully suggest to him, 
again to inquire into the present system of dispensing medical 
advice, lest the same be followed in the dispensary he contem. 
plates. And as it will take some time before that dispensary is 


established, we hope that our esteemed pastor may use his influ- 
ence in reforming the present inefficient and discreditabie mode | 
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of attending the poor patients, previous to their being sent to the 
hospital, and often previous to their death. ) 

{In conclusion, we submit to our readers the following two 
extracts, one from the impressive and appropriate sermon delivered 
on the Day of Thanksgiving by the Rev. the Chief Rabbi, and 
the other from a very able discourse by the Rev. D. A. De Sola, 
in the hope that their philanthropic appeals may meet with ample 
responses, and that no plague and no sickness may draw near our 
dwellings. 


OF THE Rev. tue Curer Kapst. 


Tue Rev. Doctor took his text from Psalm exvi. 12—19, and 
after some introductory remarks—that the author of that Psalm, 
according to the opinion of Rabbi Elieser ben Asaria (Pesachim 
117 a), was Hezekiah, who proclaimed it when he was rescued 
from a dangerous illness, and for the first time went from the 
gates of death unto the walls of the temple, to offer up the sacri- 
fices of his vows. After having pointed out that the similitude 
between the prayer of Hezekiah and this Psalm, the description 
of the pangs of death which he suffered, and the allusion to the 
rescue from the hand of Sennacherib, strengthen that opinion, he 
divided his subject into the following two parts: — 

1. Why we have, like the Psalmist, ample cause to be thank- 
ful; and— 

2. What are the duties to which the late affliction gives rise? 

He concluded the second part with the following remarks ;— 

‘Lastly, Our gratitude must not be limited to a passive feel- 
ing, but manifested by a special mark and proof. ‘I will offer to 
Thee,’ says the Psalmist, ‘the sacrifices of thanksgiving,’ for 
such was always the custom in Israel. When, in the time of 
David, the plague was stayed from Israel, the king reared an altar 
unto the Lord on the threshing-floor of Araunah, and this altar 
formed shortly afterwards the place where the Temple of Solomon 
was erected—a monument to Israel. When, atthe time the temple 
was standing, an Israelite was rescued from the rage of pestilence 
or from the fury of a famine, from the edge of the sword or from 
the miseries of a desert, he brought AIM {3279p (athanks-offering), 
ADI NW) AWN (ven if all sin-offerings had to 
cease because there was no occasion for them, the thanksgiving 
would never cease); for, as long as we live. our life should be a 
constant thanksgiving. When, eighteen years ago, our metro- 
polis was visited by the same disease, preparations were made b 
us beforehand; and after its removal, men out of our humble 
classes established a shelter for the orphans left behind, which, 
in the course of time, was enlarged into an institution—a monu- 
ment to its founders, an honour to our community. And this 
time, because the Lord has increased his favour, shall we decrease 
our return ?-—because the Lord has done so immensely unto us, 
shall we do nothing? No, my dear brethren ; not only are we 
bound to contribute our share, to those (without distinction of 
creed) who have suffered, and were widowed or orphaned by the 
grievous calamity ; the day has a claim for something more solid 
and substantial. You know that although the plague has ceased, 
illness and sickness are still prevailing. Every winter has a 
poisonous breath, every winter is a campaign. ‘ Blessed be he,’ 
saith the Psalmist, ‘who provideth for the sick and needy.’ But 
we do not provide for them as it behoveth a community so high 
in rank—the first in the world pervaded and characterised by a 
spirit of charity. The medical officers have done, and are doing, 
their duty; but the means are so scanty, the distances so remote, 
the claims so multiplied, that the medical attendance and care 
must be deficient. Let, therefore, the three synagorues—the 
three-fold cord—join together, and erect a receptacle for dispens- 
ing medicine ; a dispensary where our sick and needy may apply 
for succour, and find the hand of science and officious care, in all 
days and at all hours. Let us not be charged with a want of 
foresight. Let us not postpone it from year to year, but at once 
take the work in hand, and erect a testimonial of gratitude, which 


is a true thanks-offering (1) b35 733), which shall tell our 
fellow-citizens, tell a people that shall be born, we understand 
how to be grateful. Let us not forget the words of our sages, 


taineth the life of one soul, sustaineth a whole world); that the 
Lord has promised, whosoever lightens the burdens and lessens 
the sorrows of the poor shall be preserved in time of trouble, and 
kept alive.” 


Sermon or THE Rev. D. A. De Sora. 


The Rev. D. A. De Sola took for his text 1 Chron. xxi. 15: 
‘¢ God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it; and as he was 
destroying, the Lord beheld, and He repented him of the evil, and 
said unto the angel that destroyed, It is enough ; stay now thine 
hand,” 

After some appropriate introductory remarks, the reverend 
preacher divided his discourse into three parts :— 

First, On the gratitude and thanksgiving for God’s kind pro- 
vidence due from us as men. 

Secondly, As Israelites. 

And, in the Third place, endeavoured to point out how to render 
this, our thanksgiving, acceptable to our God, and permanently 
useful to ourselves. 

‘This awful disease which has just passed over us has, by the 
havoc it made, by the affliction it has caused, and by the fears 
which the instinct of self-preservation has so naturally called 
forth within us, taught in energetic terms lessons we never can 
or ought to forget. It has not only taught us how helpless and 
utterly dependent we are on God’s providential care, and how 
vain our skill and precautions are when death stalks around us 
unseen ; but it has taught us, moreover, the great lesson of the 
wisdom of Providence, who makes every evil conducive to our 
eventual good. 

“In the present instance, the very extent of the calamity and 
danger has called forth the exertions of the wisest and most 
powerful of this country, to devise means under God's aid to pre- 
vent the recurrence, or at least to mitigate the violence of this 
and similar evils. By the exertions of sanatory committees, com- 
posed of men of zeal and ability, and by the wisdom and aid of 
the legislature, the situation, the health and comfort of the poor, 
will be considerably improved, and placed on a superior footing 
to what it was a few months ago. ‘Things injurious to the public 
health, nuisances hitherto overlooked, will be abated; the want 
of those conveniences indispensably necessary to the maintenance 
of cleanliness and decency—facts which the investigations to trace 
the causes of the great mortality among the poor have brought to 
light—will, it is hoped, be supplied to them as much as possible. 
Thus, light breaks forth from darkness, and by the wisdom of 
Providence, permanent good will be evolved from the transitory 
evil He was pleased to visit us with, Ample causes these for all 
the gratitude and thanksgiving we can offer before the Divine 
throne. | 

‘‘ It is not unknown to you, brethren, that some of the ablest 
pens have of late been occupied with disquisitions on, and collect- 
ing statistics of, the late visitation, so as to devise the best human 
means to protect us from a similar future evil. In one of these, 
this remarkable passage occurs concerning ourselves :— 

“‘It is a singular circumstance, that throughout the late 
awful visitation so few, if any, Jews died of the cholera in Lon- 
don, although the majority of them reside in districts where it 
committed great ravages. 

‘‘ “Frequent personal ablutions are enjoined by the discipline 
of the Jewish Church. This, together with the temperate habits 
of the Hebrews generally, may account for the providential ex- 
emption from one of the most terrible diseases that afflict man- 
kind.’ 

‘| have preferred quoting to you the words of this impartial 
writer, to my informing or reminding you of the same facts (and 
before I venture to draw any inferences from them), because I 
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feel that the acknowledgment of the wholesome and beneficial | 

tendency of these precepts of the holy law, which prescribe 

various purifications and daily ablutions, by a writer who notices 

the bare fact in a mere statistical view, without premeditation or 

religious bias, will make more impression on you than if pro- 
ounded by a Jewish minister upon this occasion. 

‘“ Having adduced this impartial testimony, let me be permitted 
to reason thereon. Personal cleanliness and purity of body are, 
as truly asserted by this writer, held by the Jewish law to be only 
secondary to purity of mind; and the attainment of the latter is 
not only considerably promoted by personal cleanliness, but is 
almost the natural consequence and infallible result thereof. For, 
as our sages remark, ‘ Solicitude is the cause of cleanliness, clean- 
liness that of purity, purity naturally leads to the avoidance of 
sin and pollution, and thus man is led to a holy life.’ Mishna, 
Treatise Sota, c. 11. 

‘Uncleanliness, on the other hand, they inveigh against, be- 
cause it corrupts and enervates, and produces the opposite result ; 
for they who through indolence or vice have abandoned them- 
selves to filthy habits, soon forfeit and lose the esteem of others: 
next their self-respect, and finally sink into sloth, insensibility to 
public opinion, and into vice and disease, which finally destroys 
them. 


| 


“ But I must be permitted to pursue this subject a little 
further. It is perhaps unknown, not only to the writer I have 
quoted, but also to a considerable part of my Jewish auditors, 
that, besides the frequent washings, ablutions, and precepts of 
personal cleanlivess, referred to in the ancient Jewish law, the 
Mishna and ‘Talmud abound with laws, made to secure what we 
at the present dav should call ‘the health of towns, and sanatory 


regulations.’ In the volume of the jndw Shalchan Aruch,’ 


called Choshen Mishpat,’ and in Orach 
Chayim HHilchoth Abelut), m the ‘ Yad Iachasakah of Maimonides, 
you will find a number of laws, derived from the Talmud, against 
the eXercise in towns of various noxious trades, there enumerated, 
and against private nuisances which might endanger the public 
health, or even interfere with the comfort of neighbours. Not 
only is it there prohibited to establish a Jewish buyrying-ground 
within a town, but the mninum distance is there miMutely given 
at which such burying-ground may be permitted to exist. ‘These 
laws too, be it observed, existed many centuries, I may almost 
say thousands of years, before anything was heard in the manner 
itis in the present day, against intra-mural interments, or sanatory 
laws. So that, my brethren, we cannot be taught anything new 
upon that subject; we need but follow and carry out, as far as 
our circumstances may permit, the good and salutary precepts 
and practices taught us by our holy laws, and by the wisdom of 
our ancestors.” | 


| To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,—Since I last had the honour of addressing you, I have received, 
on the subject of the article to which I allude, a communication, from 
which I beg leave to transcribe_ the following remarks, since they and 
the thoughts which they suggest involve considerations which concern, 
in some manner, at least, the Jewish public generally. 

“The literary torpor of the English Jews, which you deplore, and 
which it would certainly be well for them to shake off, seems to me to 
be in an equal degree chargeable on the Jews of other European lands. 
The principal object of literary solicitude on the part of the Jews, one 
would presume, ought to be the interpretation of the oracles of God, 
entrusted, according to the claim of the Israelites, and agreeably to 
the avowal of the Christian church, to their keeping. It is unknown 
to me to what extent this task has been fulfilled by Israelites writing 
in the sacred language, once the vernacular of their forefathers in the 
Holy Land; but very little seems to have been done for this highly 
important purpose by the Jews in those languages of civilized Europe 
which are generally studied by the well-bred portion of the modern com- 
munity. From all that I read in the publication which | look upon as the 
organ of the Jews in this country, I perceive how desirous the Jews 
are to stand well with their Gentile fellow-citizens, and to remove, by 
moral efforts, all the obstacles which their yet remaining opponents 


thrust between them and the Christian body of the English people. 
Supposing matters to stand pretty similarly in foreign countries, where 
the Jews exist in notable numbers, I ask, Is it not incumbent on 
them, and on them principally, to lay open before the world the 
books which furnish their rules of faith and practice, and thus to 
refute the assertions frequently enough made in pulpits and lecture- 
rooms, and thence disseminated through society—that the Jews, ip 
their interpretation of the Divine Scriptures, endeavour to evade the 
force and tendency of the prophecies on the great objects of the world’s 
hope ; that the law, as understood by them, is foreign, in spirit at least, 
to the sense of the sacred text; that the morality of the Divine code is 
eclipsed by the principles of the tradition, to which the Jews have given 
themselves up without reserve,etc.,etc.? How mnch—or, rather, how 
little—has been done by the Jews anywhere, if we may believe such 
writers as ought, by their station and profession, to be worthy of 
credit? I have consulted, for this sole purpose, that standard work 
on Biblical studies, entitled ‘ An Introduction to the Critical Stud 
and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures,’ by T. H. Horne, than whie 
we possess no work in the English language more likely to afford that 
information which is the object of my inquiry. I have diligently 
searched the immense list of authors on Biblical interpretation, 
for Jewish names among the translators into English, French, 
Spanish, Italian, German, and, to my great disappointment, I 
found nothing but a notice of the book of (Genesis, translated 
into English by some Jewish divines; of a French translation, with 
dangerous Neological tendencies, as Mr. Horne says; of a Spanish 
velsion, some centuries old; and a mention, by no means flattering, 
of two German Jewish translations of the Old Testament, published, 
in a miserable jargon, at Amsterdam, two centuries ago. The 
latter fact surprised me the most, since, judging by some allu- 
sions to the Jewish writers in Germany occasionally made in the 
columns of the Jewish Chronicle, | have been induced to conelude 
that the Jews in Germany occupied towards their brethren in England 
and elsewhere the same eminent position in learned literature that 
the erudite men of Germany certainly hold to the rest of Euro 
generally. But if the case truly stands as described by Mr. Horne, 
which I have no right to question, the English Jews cannot possibly 
be far behind hand with their brethren on the continent, Germany not 
excepted.” | 

Now I remembered having read something of those two German- 
Jewish versions in the second edition of Horne’s celebrated “ Introdue- 
tion” a number of years ago, and I made no doubt but my correspondent 
had derived his low estimate of the value of modern Jewish biblical 
productions from an edition of Horne now out of date. ‘Think, then, 
of my amazement, when, on referring to the ninth edition of that, the 
best known English work on the criticism of the Bible, printed in 
1846, I had to read through the same immortal business about the 
Amsterdam editions of the German-Jewish Bibles! There was, un- 
altered, the same advertisement of the forth-coming German-Jewish 
translation of the New ‘Testament, at the expense of the London 
Society for Converting the Jews, pathetically blended with the stereo- 
typed consolation, that a spirit of inquiry had just now sprung up 
among the Jews of Germany, whose cravings the London Society had 
nobly undertaken to satisfy at their personal cost! Had all this 
information darted fresh upon my mind, the effect would have been 
startling; but the whole tale was as well known to me, with all its 
phraseology and particularity, as Mr. Ephraim Jenkinson’s everlasting 
cosmogony was to the astounded Vicar of Wakefield. Mr. Horne’s 
‘© Anarchon ara hav’ is a far greater curiosity, however, than the cele- 
brated Jenkinson’s “ motley of opinions ;” and, to escape the odium 
of selfishness, I copy, for the instruction of your readers, ad/ that the 
learned introducer to the critical study of the Bible has been able to 
draw from the storehouse of his researches on the subject of the Jew- 
ish versions of the Bible among the Germans. 

‘There are also two trauslations of the Old Testament in the dialect 
spoken by the Jews in Germany, called the Jewish-German. One 
was made by Joseph Josel ben Alexander, and was printed by Joseph 
Athias, at in 1679; previously to blication, it was revised 
by Rabbi Meir Stern, Chief Rabbi at the Synagogue at Amsterdam. 
The other Jewish-German translation was executed by Rabbi Jekuthiel 
ben Isaac Blitz, and was printed by Uri Veibsch ben Aaron, also at 
Amsterdam, in 1679. Kortholt terms this translator a blasphemous 
impostor, and charges him with having disguised certain prophecies 
relative to the Messiah in consequence of his Jewish predilections, 
Of these two semi-barbarous, unfaithful, and now almost universally 
neglected translations, which can be of no use whatever in Seripture 
criticism, Carpzov has given an account, with specimens. And as 
the German Jews are at this time said to be animated by a spirit of 
candid inquiry, a Jewisb-German translation of the New Testament 
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has been printed for their benefit, at the expense of the London 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews.”—Vol. v. p. 115. 

As it is much to be hoped that a spirit of inquiry has lately sprung 
up, or will speedily spring up (it is never too late), among Christian 
writers professing to instruct the reading public on the state of Jewish 
literature at home and abroad, it may not be amiss here to state, for 
the benefit of those writers, that the only language in which works 
must be written, if they are at all to be read by the Jews in Germany, 
is the German, the same German in which the masses of the German 
people are addressed ; inasmuch as it requires, now-a-days, a certain 
amount of antiquarian knowledge, not at all possessed by the German 
Jews in general, to read and to understand the so-called Jewish- 
German. On the other hand, it would be vain to deny that the 
London Society may have made their supporters pay for a translation 
of the New Testament from one dead language into another not a 
whit less defunct, since the financial rules of that society are, no 
doubt, based on principles as mystical as all their doings, purposes, 
and performances. If that body chanced to have their seat at Rome, 
and professed for their object the evangelising of the people of Great 
Britain, at the expense (we will suppose) of the Roman matrons, there 
is every probability that the language in which the Glad Tidings 
would have to be conveyed to the benighted islanders would then be 
the Cymraig, with a sprinkling of the Anglo-Saxon, for the sake of 
perspicuity. 

The multitude of the Jews in Germany are, I vouch, as fully acquainted 
with the New Testament as the body of the Christian population in 
England are with the writings held in religious esteem among the Jews, 
and as for the Jewish theologians in Germany, I would blush for them 
if they were no better acquainted with Christian divinity than English 
writers on Biblical criticism seem to be at home in the iand of Jewish 
literature. Mr. T.H. Horne needs but look into the Concordance of 
the Bible, by Julius Fiirst, on whom he copies a glowing panegyric 
from the American Biblical Repository, without knowing, apparently, 
that Mr. Furst is a Jew (vol.v. p.427), and he may convince himself 
that German Jews (for the author of the Concordance is but one of a 
numerous class of savants) are fully able to study and to appreciate 
the New Testament, without recurring to the aid of the London 
Society's ridiculous Jewish-German “ Christianity made easy.” 

Far be it from me to deny the general usefulness of Vir. Horne’s 
work as a manual for the Anglican Christian student. ‘The copious- 
ness of the materials collected by him testifies to the steadiness of his 
industry, and the character of the information admitted by the 
reverend writer sufficiently manifests the solicitude with which he 
sought to remove from his reader's eye all that might be calculated to 
interfere with the settled tranquillity of an orthodox conscience— 
orthodox in the sense of the Church of England, of course. This is 
no disparagement to a work intended for the instruction of the studious 
youth of the English church, provided the author, who has himself 
adopted so wary a plan in favour of the doctrine peculiar to his church, 
do not institute himself the judge of the spirit of candid inquiry in the 
followers of a different faith ; for, indeed, that catholic spirit of candid 
inquiry burns with but a dim flame in the pages of the “ Biblical 
{ntroduction.” 

The omission of the Neological Christian writers proceeds from an 
evident princtple, and is of little importance when compared with the 
neglect of all candid inquiry into the labours of modern Jewish trans- 
lators of the Bible in Gerniany, whose existence Mr. Horne does not 
on principle exclude from his view, although the most modern of them 
noticed (as above) by Mr. Horne is Kabbi Blitz, who was gathered to 
his fathers some two hundred years ago! Now the real truth is, that 
the Jews in Germany have laboured very assiduously in that very 
field of Biblical literature ever since the fate of Rip Van Winkle 
befell the historical genius of their English critic. | 
_ Were it my task to furnish a complete bibliographical apparatus in 
illustration and support of what I have stated, I feel confident that 
the materials would speedily outgrow the space that could be allowed 
to the subject in your periodical. But as 1 must content myself with 
supplying merely a hint how this very defective article in the nine 
editions hitherto published may be brought more properly within the 
limits of historical truth in some tenth edition of the * Introduction,” 

i can do no more at present than just enumerate such Jewish transla- 
tions as occur to my mind; at the same time requesting you, Mr. 

Editor, kindly to make such additions to the list as your more-richly 
stored knowledge of bibliography will readily suggest. Let me men- 
tion, a universally known, wherever Jewish theology is studied in 
Europe :— 

The translation by Mendelssohn's School, various editions of which 
have appeared ; two at Berlin, one at Offenbach, three at Vienna, one at 

Furth, one at Sulzbach, one at Karlsruhe, one at Dihrenfurth, one at 
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Prague, one at Warsaw, one at Krotoschin, and one now publishin 
at Wilna, besides many editions of the Pentateuch and separate book 
of the Bible. 

S. Cohen’s translation, Hamburg. 

Dr. Johlsohn’s translation, Frankfort. 

Dr. Herxheimer’s translation. 

Dr. Zunz’s translation (Zunz, First, Arnheim, Sachs). 

Dr. Salomon’s translation. 

lr. Philipson’s translation. 

The numerous works published on separate parts of the Holy Scrip- 
tures by Heidenheim, Wolf in}Copenhagen, Herzfeld in Brunswick, and 
others, require no record in this place. I cannot, however, help 
dwelling on the circumstance that the versions noticed above are done 
directly from the Hebrew original, that they are the produce of a 
period of no more than eighty years, and that the translations are 
severally executed— in point of elegance, of ingeniousness, and of 
accuracy—in as creditable a manner as any of the similar works on 
the Bible that have acquired vast fame for the learned Christian 
divines of modern Germany. It may, then, be fairly questioned 
whether the whole catalogue drawn up by Mr. Horne of the labours of 
all the English divines on the same subject—and here the sources 
were perfectly accessible to the compiler—bespeaks an equal amount 
of literary activity. 

The severity of the criticism passed by the Rev, Mr. Horne on the 
Jewish-German Bibles of Josel and Blitz, is confessedly not the result 
of the reverend gentleman’s own investigation, but is taken, with 
ready faith, from Kortholt and Carpzov, who wrote upwards of a 
hundred years ago. Objectively, the criticism is unjust; for, with 
respect to the language, wherever it is German, its style is no farther 
removed from the standard of modern purity than that of most of the 
writers of that epoch; nor is the Hebrew admixture a more disparag- 
ing feature in the writings of those Jews, than, in Christian composi- 
tions. the Sporades and Cyclades of Latin and Greek terms are with 
which the German authors of that day were fond of sprinkling their 
sentences. As for the theological bias of Messrs. Josel and Blitz, no 
doubt it was distasteful to Messrs. Kortholt and Carpzov ; but hardly 
more so than Messrs. Carpzov and Kortholt’s divinity would have 
been to Messrs. Josel and Blitz, if the latter gentlemen had ever had 
an opportunity of comparing theological notes with the former. ‘The 
very extracts given by Carpzov show that Blitz was very well at home 
in controversy, and, moreover, that his arguments are pretty nearly 
the same as those which have been since published, with a majestic 
array of profoundest learning, by renowned professors of the theological 
faculty at some of the most famous universities in ‘the Germanic 
empire. Perhaps Mr. Horne would have candidly come to the same 
conclusions had he and Blitz ever met face to face. but it is the mis- 


fortune of the Jewish subject, that most writers think they have done 


their whole duty as Christians and as scholars towards the Jews, if 
they copy, without adulteration, what has been written in some sort of 
Latin two or three hundred years since. 

There are certain unblushing and undying assertions touching the 
Jews, which run, faithfully, through all the theological books of large 
libraries, without ever meeting with a sceptical check. In no other 
branch of literature, probably, is it so much a matter of course, as 
precisely in this, to criticise, to judge, to condemn, without ever as 
much as having bestowed a glance on the unfortunate corpus delicti. 
Some of the strangest vagaries are occasionally met with in the 
writings of authors, in other respects justly esteemed for candour and 
learning, all resulting from this sad omission of having consulted the 
victimised Jewish original. Would the truly erudite Samuel Davidson 


have expressed himself thus—‘t We have a proof that these Christ- 


ians were continually hated by the Jews, in the composition of the 


| work called Bireath Hamminim” (Gieseler i.98)—if he had thought 


it incumbent on him to look at that portion of the ritual? Even the 
excellent Dr. Wiseman is betrayed into a very material error, by 
stating, without previous reference, it would seem, “ that in the first 
page of one of their (the Jews) most esteemed and most aocient trea- 
tises (Pirke Aboth), which, at least in Italy, is put into the hands of 
Jewish children for elementary education, it is expressly stated, that 
Moses received on Sinai, besides the written, an oral and traditional 
revelation, which he delivered to the priests” (Moorfield’s Lectures, 
vol. i. lect. ili. p. 74). Would not a single glance at the beginaing of 
the first Perek at once have warned the learned doctor {from both 
ou to and deducting from the original text, both in letter and in 

spirit | 
Now, in neither case is the error attributable to a feeling of ill-will 
towards the Jews, nor, indeed, to any inability on the part of the 
authors to understand correctly the Hebrew originals; but, solely and 
ly, to the careless manner with which judgments on Jewish 
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subjects are received, in so many, many cases, at second, or third, or 
hundredth hand. Were we to speak of those misrepresentations which 
betray, in the propagators of them, a defective knowledge of Hebrew, 
or of those which are bred by theological animosity, it were a weari- 
some task. Just an instance or two, for the present, of the class 
rather laughable than deplorable. Vorstius, the translator of David 
Gans’ Zemach David, speaks of a certain book, called “‘ Jasan Nosen;” 
whereas the Hebrew author makes mention of some “ very old book” 
that he had met with, yw (p. 178). In another part of 
the same history, Vorstius transcribes a ‘T'almudical passage, in which 
occurs the well known expression, »xw x>bx “but this is different,” 
which the translator turns into “ sed ego” (but I), at once sacrificing 
the sense of the passage to his ignorance of the Talmudic idiom. 
Still, how many lecturers, preachers, writers on the Jews and their 
history, have cast their judgments and opinions in the moulds fur- 
nished them by such workmen as Vorstius! And, indeed, Vorstius is 
not one of the worst—there is but a modicum of malice in him occa- 
sionally ; and even where he turns abusive, his bearing towards the 
Jews is gentleness, in comparison with the rough and ready style of 
the Hornbecks, Edzards, Hackspans, Schudts, Eisenmengers, Kortholts, 
etc., whose literary banks are, nevertheless, by far the most frequently 
drawn upon by littérateurs trading on credit. 

Up, then, and be stirring! The best writers of the day are ani- 
mated by the most kindly feelings towards the Jewish people, and 
would judge on the fairest evidence placed within their reach. Yours, 
my friends of the Jewish press, is the task to furnish that evidence, 
as favourable as you may, but, above all, true—aye, at all hazards, 
true! Take into your own hands the office of speaking on, as well as 
for, yourselves; not timorously, dishonourably shrinking from the 
avowal that centuries of unparalleled woe have tinged melancholily 
enough the aggregate character of the people and its institutions— 
but courageonsly asserting, proof in hand, that, despite of uncommon 
misfortunes, the holy tradition of honour, of piety, of intellectuality, 
has never, from the day of Abraham, become extinct in the house of 
Israel. Do you wish to learn the manner thereof? Let your model 
be — Dr. Raphall’s ** Lectures on the Post-Biblical History of the 
Jews.” I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Manchester, Nov. 12th, 1849. | fe 


P.S. Lavail. myself of this first opportunity which has offered, of 
thanking Mr. Fischel for the attention he has kindly bestowed on the 
difficulty met with by me in Conde’s History of the Arabs, etc., where 
the month of Nisan is called a Christian month. ‘The explanation 
afforded by Mr. Fischel does not, however, remove the difficulty. His 
reference to Dionysius the Little does not account for the Christian 
character attributed by Conde to the month of Nisan. 

That Dionysius introduced, among the Christians of the Occident, 
the custom of counting the years from the nativity of Christ, is well 
known; but that he made them relinquish the Babylonian calendar, in 
which the months are named Nisan, ete., and made them adopt the 
oman months of January, etc., is, to me at least, an improbable 
novelty. But if he did not, how can the innovation of the era attributed 
to Dionysius furnish an answer to the question which I asked? viz. : 
Down to what period could the month of Nisan with propriety be 
called one of the Christian months among Western Christians? A 
change of the era does not constitute a change of the calendar ; wit- 
ness the substitution, by the Jews, of the era commencing from the 
Creation of the world to that beginning with the Seleucidae, without 
a simultaneous alteration of the names ot the months, ete. 

Perhaps the case stands thus:—Conde, though writing in Spain, 
derived his data from Arab sources of an Eastern origin; and in the 
Rast, the months of the solar year (which, in distinction from the 
‘unar mouths of the Hegira, would be called Christian) certainly bear 
the names of “ Canoon, Althanee, Sbat, Adar, Nissan, Ayar, Huzy- 


ran, Tamuz, Ab, Ellul, Teshreen Allaval, Teshreen Althanee, Canoon 
Allaval.”’ | 


THE JEWS IN PRUSSIA. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—Not having as yet had an opportunity of fully inquiring into 
the state of the Jewish educational establishments of this town, I am 
hot yet enabled to fulfil my promise of saying something on the pro- 
vision made here for religious instruction ; but I have had the Prayer- 

ook of the Association for Reform in Judaism before me, and will 
how endeavour to convey to you and your readers an idea of its ten- 
ency, and of the principles on which it has been composed. Iam 
about to give you a few extracts from the preface ; ‘and it will need no 


| 
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nee to convince you that it is deeply tincturedwith the rationalism 
of the age. 

The first point on which the writer, or writers, of the preface (for 
the committee of the association are the ostensible authors) dwell, is 
the selection of Israel as a kingdom of priests. ‘ This,” they say, 
‘‘can be considered only as a subjective fact. As an objective fact, how- 
ever, with all its important consequences, it has lost its truth, and is 
no longer entitled to our belief... . Only in proportion as man 
manifests his native dignity, and does not swerve from the path of 
virtue and rectitude, we consider him as one of the elect. In this 
sense it is that we occasionally mention the selection of Israel, with a 
view therein to find an encouragement to aspire to a nobility of mind, 
moral elevation, and true brotherly love.” 

The second subject treated on is that of revelation “It is regarded 
as the lively expression of a subjective feeling of faith which animated 
our forefathers with the full force of conviction; but its existence as 
an oljective fact we must deny. The truths contained in Holy Writ 
are acknowledged and revered by us as Divine truths, not because they 
are recommended in Holy Writ as being of Divine origin, but they are 
contained in Holy Writ because our fathers, in their sense of faith, 
acknowledged them as divine. The agreement of our sentiments and 
convictions with those of our ancestors forms the spiritual bond, the 
historical connection, between ourselves and them; and causes us, on 
the one hand, to regard and revere the holy law transmitted to us by 
them as an inheritance from our fathers; while, on the other hand, it 
induces us to invoke the God of the universe, the Father of mankind, 
-whom our fathers acknowledged and loved, and whum they taught us 
to acknowledge and love—the God of the fathers, the Shield of Abra- 


ham, and the Deliverer of Jacob.” 


Next, they repudiate the idea generally attached by us to Max ™3". 
“Tf we,” continues the preface, ‘‘ speak in our prayers of the piety of 
the fathers, we only express the wish that the reminiscence of it may 
be to us an encouragement to emulate that piety. 

‘‘In the same sense we speak of the sanctifying power of the Divine 
laws, and understand by them the moral precepts, while at the same 
time we express thereby our reverence for the ceremonials which, 
though no longer applicable to us, did yet exercise a holy influence on 
our fathers, and were powerful means of indirectly effecting virtue and 
piety. The acknowledgment of the One God (oxw yw), whereby, 
in a truly religious spirit, we express Myn Dy ‘Hy M>3P~, 
is therefore succeeded by Deut. vi. 5, ‘ And thou shalt love,’ etc., a 
passage which prescribes the representation of these truths by certain 
symbols. . . . fhough we wear no real sign upon our arms, no visible 
mark on our foreheads, we yet harbour within our minds and bosoms 
the ideas and sentiments which these symbols represent, and remem- 
ber with pleasure that our fathers endeavoured to express these ideas 
and sentiments by such emblems as were suited to their age and intel- 
lectual position. 

‘‘All that has been said refers to those prayers which have been 
left untouched, as well as to those which have been remodelled. 
Everywhere the national and dogmatical stamp had to give way before 
the living stream of the purely human and truly religious idea. As to 
the remodelled prayers, they are all the emanation of that religious 
spirit of our age to which Judaism owes its resuscitation, to that 
genius of modern times which has thoroughly regenerated and recon- 
structed Judaism. . . . If Judaism has gone through this process of 
echpsascory and, despite of its struggles with stagnation and negation, 

as proved its conservative force, we are proud and happy to belong 
to it.” 

In reviewing the book, I meet withthe , yow and in 
Hebrew characters, and I conclude therefrom that these portions are 
recited in that language ; the latter, of course, simply by the reader, 
and not by S73. And here I may as well add (what I omitted to 
notice in my previous account of this congregation), that they sit with 
their heads uncovered during service. 

The second part of the Prayer-book contains the holiday liturgy. 
Here I find that the Association has deigned to retain for the eve of 
152 or the verse commencing "Dn, and for the conclusion of the 
service O9XT NIT", which they actually repeat seven times, preceded 
by yow and Na3 ov Wa. They have also a form of service for the 
dead, which certainly is most impressive and beautiful. Like the Old 
Congregation here, the Reformers have in this instance copied from 
the Portuguese liturgy. 1 pass over the forms of service for the first 
day of M20 , ny ‘row, and the first and seventh days of Passover, 


and will, with your permission, conclude this communication with a 
specimen of their prayers, which I extract from the maw service. 

“ The Reader.—All-merciful Father and Ruler of the Universe ! 
When by Thine omipotent will and for Thine own pleasure Thou didst — 
call forth from nought heaven and earth, the sun and the stars, 
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animals and vegetables, Thou saidst, in Thine abundant mercy, ‘I will 
create man in mine own image, I will infuse of my spirit into his soul, 
in order that he may understand the marvellous works of creation, 
and rejoice in them.’ And the race of man increased, and acquired 
dominion ever the earth and its creatures, and enjoyed the blessings 
which these afforded to them. But men asked not after Him who had 
created all this; they inquired not after Him who had bestowed all 
these good things; and when they did seek the Creator and Ruler of 
the universe, they turned their looks to beings which were visible to 
their sight, to the sun and the stars, to the fire and the water, yea, 
they formed misshapen images of wood and stone, and called them 
god, and worshipped them. ‘Thou, O Lord, didst behold how man- 
kind groped in the dark, and followed the imagination of their 
hearts, the illusion of their senses ; Thou didst behold how the flame 
of Thy light became obscured and extinct within man, without en- 
lightening his mind with the ray of truth, without warming his heart 
with the genial glow of love. Thou didst behold it, O Lord, and didst 
increase thy mercy unto mankind, saying, ‘I will open their eyes to 
the light of truth, that they may know me, and live according to my 
will.” And Thou didst cast Thy looks around upon the nations of the 
earth, and select one from among them, small in number, and of 
inferior power, and in Thy inscrutable wisdom Thou didst single it 
out to receive and imbibe Thy law, so that it should never again be 
lost to the sons of men. O Lord, we may not boast before Thee of 
the preference Thou didst vouchsafe unto our fathers, in selecting 
them to be the bearers and guardians of the knowledge of Thee. For 
who should presume to ask, O Lord, why ‘Lhou dost distribute Thy 
blessings unequally among thy creatures ? why Thou hast created 
one thing strong, the other weak? why thou hast endowed the one 
with beauty, while another is disfigured ? Who should dare to doubt 
the wisdom and the justice of Thy counsels ? and who should not in 
all humility receive whatever Thy mercy bestoweth ? Thou art the 
‘ reator of all beings, yet hast Thou endowed man alone with reason ; 
Thou art the loving Father of all men, yet hast thou blessed the sons 
of Israel above all other nations with the knowledge of Thy holy 
essence. 

“But the truth which ‘Thou didst reveal [literally, announce] to a 
few, was to become the everlasting and imperishable heritage of their 
sons and grandsons, in order one day to be the property of all man- 
kind. When Moses, Thy chosen prophet, proclaimed the invisible, 
infinite God—when he said to the listening multitude, ‘ Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lordis one’—Thy inconceivable being was 
revealed to all the world and to all generations. When Thou didst 
command through him, ‘ Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am 
holy,’* then the way to virtue and happiness was for ever pointed out 
toman. Thou didst ordain the Israelites as Thy priests, by saying 
unto them, ‘ Receive my law and guard it; bear it within your hearts, 
proclaim it by your actions, and bequeath it as an heir-loom unto your 
offspring. Be steadfast to it while you are living apart from all nations 
in the Land of Promise, and depart not from it when I shall have dis- 
persed you over all the countries of the earth. Cling to it when you 
shall be exiled and persecuted for its sake, and desert it not when you 
shall be cheerfully received among the nations.’ | 


* Then, O Source of light ! our ancestors did guard the flame of 


Thy trath in the days when thick darkness surrounded them on all 
sides, nor did they reject the torch kindled by Thee when it became a 
consuming tire upon their heads. Grant now that we too may faith- 
fully and steadfastly adhere to Thy light; grant that we may not 
forget, while enjoying peace and prosperity, that we have to guard it 
with the whole strength of our existence, and that our duty as priests 
has not been accomplished until all alike shall participate in the truth 
which Thou didst reveal unto our fathers. Let us even this day 
testify that our faith in Thee is unshaken, by exclaiming from the 
of our hearts, Sx pow” 

lere the congregation rise, and resume their seats after 723 Ov P23. 
This prayer is succeeded by the (verman of the first mw of 

In my next I intend (D.V.) giving you an extract from Luzatti’s 
new magazine, entitled J1 Giudaismo Illustrato. 


1 am, Sir, yours, etc., 


D. Asner. 


Berlin, October, 5609. 


CALMNess of will is a sign of grandeur. 


Ir is much easier to k 
know one man in particular 


now what men are in general, than to 


* This verse and pow are j 
wall of the temple. yow are inscribed in Hebrew characters on the 


MEDICAL RELIEF TO THE JEWISH POOR, 7 


We give the following letter (in the unsophisticated manner in which 
it was originally written) corroborating our previous statements of 
the necessity of altering the mode of dispensing medical relief to the 
poor. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—I write to inform you of the ill-treatment my husband 
received by Mr. Van Oven and his assistant, by neglecting to 
attend my husband in a proper manner, and through his 
neglect a mortification had taken place. On Monday, the 5th of 


November, I called before ten o'clock in the morning, and told 


the medical attendant my husband was very ill. He called at 
five o'clock in the afternoon, ordered him medicine and a eold 
lotion. On the 6th of November I went for a renewal of the 
medicine, and told him my husband’s leg was very bad, and 
asked him, would he have the kindness to call over to see him: 
and he said, No, not to-day. 

On the 7th of November Mr. Van Oven called, and ordered 
him the same as the assistant. Ile never called any more till the 
Oth of November, at five o’ciock in the afternoon, and told me to 
bathe his leg twice a-day for half-an-hour: at the same time my 
husband's leg was almost in a state of mortification. My hus- 
band was in a deranged state all night. On the tenth I called at 
the medical department, and asked him to call to see his leg, as I 
thought he was in a dangerous state; and, in a very insolent 
manner, he said he could not help it if he was bad. I then asked 
him where Mr. Van Oven lived; and in a very rough manner he 
laid his hand on my shoulders, and pushed me out of the shop, 
and said, Go on; go on. 

By the advice of friends I sent for Mr. Canstatt, who came 
directly, and found my husband in a dangerous state; and as the 
only chance of saving his life was to take him to the hospital, 
which was done immediately, and his leg operated on in several 
places, and he now lays in a dangerous state. As I do it on 
public grounds, and insert this in your valuable journal, you will 
much oblige, Yours gratefully, 


| ELIZABETH LEWES. 
No. 20, Hutchison Avenue, Gravel Lane, 
November the 13th, 1849. 


THE EARLY-CLOSING MOVEMENT. 
We have watched for some time, with deep interest, the move- 
ments of the association formed for the laudable purpose of closing 
places of business at an earlier hour; or, we may say, for the 
purpose of emancipating a respectable body of Her Majesty's sub- 
jects from mental slavery. The present hours of work in most 
of the shops aud in some warehouses, and the lateness of the 
time of leaving, precludes these “ British slaves” (for such we 
make them) from improving their mental condition, and, in some 
instances, from thinking. They come home in the evening, many 
of them after a long walk from the shop to their residence, com- 
pletely worn out in body and mind. They are too fatigued, and 
it is also too late, to go to a reading-room, or to hear a lecture at 
one of the numerous literary institutions of which this country 
may be proud; indeed, they are too much exhausted either to 
read, or to think and reflect. Now, we would ask, are the Jewish 
shop and warehouse keepers, who close on Friday evenings 4S 
well as on Sundays, any the worse off for doing so? Do not 
most of the Jews close on Friday at dusk, even in the winter, 
when night falls in at four o'clock? Do not the Jews close, 
besides Sundays, and Christmas, and occasional holidays, thirtee? 
extra days in the year,* and also shut-up the previous evening at 
nightfall ? and will any one be so bold as to maintain that the 
Jews do less business than Christians on account of these ext 
closings? We admire industry in business and every pursuit 
hut we deprecate avariciousness and greediness. Let us remem 


— 


* Four days of Passover, four days of Tabernacles, two days of Penteeost, 
two days of New Year, and one day of Atonement. ) 
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ber the saying (of the wisest of kings (Proverbs xxi. 5), “ The 
thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every 
one that is hasty, only to want.” According to the original, it 
should be, “ but those of the greedy only to want.” We should 
therefore like to see the shops and warehouses close at a reason- 
able hour, so that the young men who labour from an early hour 
in the morning may have a few hours in the evening, to read 
and to think, and to listen to those instructions which are now so 
cheaply, and, in some places, gratuitously, afforded to mankind. 
Let our preachers of morals give every human being an opportu- 
nity to improve his moral condition; let the association for the 
early-closing persevere in their praiseworthy movement, and the 
good object will, like every other undertaking having for its end 
the moral improvement of the human family, be crowned with 
success. 


FRANKFORT, 1LOth Nov.—The Senate of this free city, in a 
recent sitting, has invested Dr. Krailsheim, a Jew, with the office 
of First City Physician. This is the first time that a State office 
has been conferred upon a Jew in this, the free city of Frankfort. 


JAcoBy.—A second investigation against 
Dr. Jacoby is now in progress, which originates in the affairs of 
March, last ysar. Dr. Jacoby stands charged with having, on the 
21st March, 1848, the day on which the first news came here of 
the events at Berlin, caused the Post-office here to deliver up to 
him the letters which had come from Berlin for the general 
commando ; and secondly, with having gone to General V. Dohna, 
and requested him to open the letters in his presence and com- 
municate the contents to him. In this charge severa! witnesses, 
particularly Chief Post-masters Pfitzer and Walserode, have been 
examined. 


FRANKFORT, 11th Nov.—The Prince of Prussia, the protector — pupils, to the number of 100, assembled at the school-room, Dean- 


of Prussian Lodges of Freemasons, has just attended a dinner of | 
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Vienna—The Jewish congregation has resolved to exist as 
a separate community only in religious respeets, but in every 
other regard to join the general community of the city. Doctors 
Frankl and Engl, the well-known author Josepl: Wertheimer, and 
Heinrich Edler v. Wertheimstein, have been appointed to draw 
up a plan of regulations for the Jewish community. 


Pestru, Nov. 2.—Our correspondent persists in the information 
he sent us previously, that the Government do insist on the pay- 


ment of the immense war-tax, a fine which the ‘people never will 


be ableto pay. Report says that Dr, Fischoff will be acquitted. 


Jewisun PopuLation or GermMany.—According to a care- 
fully collected register, the number of Jews in Germany at the 
end of 1848 was 563,000; viz., 221,000 in Prussia, 120,000 in 
Austria proper, and in the other German States 222,000. The 
number of Jews in the other countries-under the Austrian do- 
minion is calculated by some at 732,995, and by others at 
740,256.—Archives Israelites. 


Jews’ Free Scuoor, Bert Lane.—QOn Thursday last, the 
Day of General Thanksgiving, all the children connected with 


| this excellent institution (many of them accompanied by their 
| parents) attended at the school, where the Psalms and Form of 


Prayer used in the Synagogues, were recited. Mr. Myers, the 
Master of the Talmud Torah School, having been requested to 
address the pupils on the occasion, pointed out to them the mani- 
fold kindness of Almighty God, and the many obligations which 


they had received at the hand of an all-merciful Providence; and 


the Freemasons here, to which all the lodges of this town, those | 


of the Jewish included, had sent deputations. In Prussia they 
even now keep up the law of not admitting Jews to the lodges. 
Tue Jews tn Rome.—Tue Recent BLOCKADE OF THE 
GuettTo.—Letters from the Eternal City give a mournful 
description of the state of the poor Jews in the Ghetto. A cor- 
respondent writes, * I say poor Jews, because there is no commu- 
nity in which there are so few opulent men as among the Jews at 
Rome. And how could it be otherwise, when they were pro- 
hibited from all trade and commerce in the town ? and who came 
to the Ghetto, except those who were compelled to buy the 
miserable rags sold there? Since the 25th ult., the Jewish 
quarter situate this side of the Tiber has been regularly blockaded 
by the French and Roman gens @armerie, under the pretext that 
the Provisional Government had received information that several 
valuable reliques, set in diamonds, and other costly garments of 
the Church, had been carried during the Republic to the Ghetto, 
and sold there. Every house, every corner was searched and 
ransacked, On my passing that quarter this morning, I saw more 
than thirty Jews carried along the Piazza Tartaruga, handcuffed, 
and charged as concealers of goods stolen by ‘ Republican 
Christians’ from the Church. The Statuo thus describes this 
disgraceful proceeding :—‘ This morning the Ghetto was suddenly 
surrounded and almost declared in a state of siege. The four 
thousand Jews residing there were prohibited ingress and egress. 
All the silver not marked with a family crest was immediately 
seized. A similar fate attended the linen, clothing, and even 
those ancient brocades, which had from times of vore been used 
in the Synagogue as holy ornaments. In this manner was a whole 
quarter of Rome, inhabited by honourable and respectable mer- 
chants, infamously invaded, attacked, and treated like a robber’s 
den—all without investigation. What astonishes us most is, that 
the French should give themselves up to acts so contradictory to 
the civilisation of the age, whilst the Romans congratulate them- 
selves at the fact, that Roman troops have not been so dis- 
honourably employed. 


we are pleased to say that the prevailing silence and evident 
interest which they evinced during the time, showed how fully 
they were impressed with the solemnity of the day. 


Western Jewtsu Boys’ Giris’ Free Scuooits.—The 


street, Soho, at 12 0’clock on Thursday last, attended by the masters 
and governesses, as well as by several members of the committee ; 
when, after the usual morning prayers, the master, Mr. A. B. 
Davis, delivered a discourse from various texts from the Bible 
appropriate to the day, and expounded them in a manner adapted 
to the youthful minds of the children; and after being supplied 
with refreshment, the pupils were taken to the Synagogue, St. 
Alban’s-place, when the prayers appointed for the occasion were 
impressively read by Mr. Alexander. 


PortsmoutH. — THANKsGivinGc Day. — A special service 
was performed in the synagogue of the Jews resident in this 
town, between the daily afternoon and evening services, when a 
very appropriate and well-delivered lecture was preached by Mr. 
J. D. Davis, to the full assemblage present. The reverend 
gentleman selected 2 Samuel xxiv., containing the history of the 
plague in the time of King David asa subject for his discourse. 
He dilated at some length, and showed, in a very clear and 


spirited manner, how sin first obtains power over us, as in the 


case of the seeming slight infringement of God’s law in number- 
ing the Israelites ; the awful consequences attendant on yielding 
to the temptation, as shewn in 70,000 men having been destroyed 
by pestilence ; he drew the attention of his audience to the fact, 
that only one isolated case had occurred among their people, 
while thousands had fallen at their side, and tens of thousands at 
their right hand ; he called upon them to join in one solemn 
hallelujah, in gratitude to the Disposer of life and death, to be 
repentant, to follow the paths of rectitude, to uphold the house 
of God in purity and dignity, and, finally, to follow the example of 


the royal sinner, who would not offer sacrifices to the Lord 


“without cost,” but to direct their attention and means to alleviate 
the distresses of their brethren—as an offering of thanksgiving 
for their miraculous escape. A collection was afterwards made, 
which was immediately distributed to the resident poor of the 
community, in order to provide for the Sabbath.—//ampshire 
Telegraph. | 


FertiLiry or THE Otp Testament.— We perceive, by a list 
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of sermons delivered in churches on the Day of Thanksgiving, 
that out of about thirty texts three were from the New, the others 
all from the Old Testament. 


INTELLECTUAL ConpiTIon OF IpIoTs.— Bricguton.— On 
Tuesday evening, the 30th ult., our talented co-religionist, 
Mr. J. L. Levison, delivered his second lecture on the “ Education 
of Idiots,’’ at the Albion Rooms, to a numerous and highly 
respectable audience. On Thursday, the lst instant, the same 
gentleman delivered a lecture at the Working Man’s Institute, on 
man, his habits, capabilities, and means of happiness. The room 
was well attended, and the lecture appeared to give great satisfac- 
tion to the intelligent audience, chiefly composed of working men, 
one of whom reported the discourse for the Brighton Herald. 
As soon as space permits, we shall give the outlines of the lecture 


on the novel and important subject of improving the physical, 
moral, and intellectual condition of idiots. 


On Wednesday evening, the 7th instant, Mr. J. Levison, of 
Brighton, delivered the first of two lectures on Idiotey, at the 
Mechanics’ Institution, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, 
of which he is an honorary member. ‘The theatre was well 
attended, and the lecturer was most attentively listened to during 
his discourse, and warmly applauded at its conclusion. 


BIRTHS. 


At Green Pond estate, near Montego Bay, Jamaica, on Thursday, the 20th 
ultimo, the wife of George Delisser, Esq., of a son. 


At 36, Baker Street, on Wednesday morning, the 21st inst., the lady of 
Charles Salaman, Esq., of a Daughter. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 
¢S” Correspondents are respectfully informed that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unless pricafe/y authenticated. 
Received, the First and Second Numbers of the Asmonean paper. The 
report of Dr. Raphall’s arrival and reception in New York in our next. 


ERRATA. 

We regret to state that, from want of clearness in the MS. of the article 
entitled ‘‘ God's Judgments on Earth,” in our last number, the name of 
the author was incorrectly printed “ Rev. Abraham Meldola,” instead of 
“ Rev. Abraham De Sola,’’son the Rev. D. A. De Sola, of London. 


Institution for the Relief of the Indigent 
Biind of the Jewish Persuasion. 
ESTABLISHED A.M. 5580—1819. 


I Knees Subscribers and Friends of the Institution are respectfully informed, 
that a BBaallll in aid of the Funds will take place early in the month of 
Febreary next. Further particulars will be duly announced. 


By order, 5. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


Dreadful Case of Destitution and Starvation. 
4% HE following Donations have been thankfully received for the Relief of 

ISAAC BROWER and Family, a detailed narrative of whose heart- 
rending case appeared in the columns of the Jewish Chroniclk of Nov. 2nd. 
The gentlemen who have undertaken to raise Subscriptions with deep regret 
announce that, since the advertisement above alluded to, BoTH THE MOTHER 
AND THE SeCOND Son, aGep 17 Years, have died, making Four who have 


fallen victims to the horrible poverty to which this unfortunate family had 
become reduced. 


Donations received since last Advertisement. 

Per Jewish Chronichk— A Jewish Domestic in Fins- 
bury-square - - - 

Cheltenham (per Mr. 

r M lsaae L 

- 010 0 
| Miss Maria Mocatta - « § 1Q-°Q 


Donations of cast-off clothing for the family are earnestly solicited. 


Donations will be thankfully received by the Proprietor of the Jewish 
Chronicle, 24, Houndsditch; Mr. Isaac Lyon, 55, Margaret Street, Cavendish 
Square ; Mr. Moses Boam, 19, Castle Street, Whitechapel; Mr. Samuel Silver, 
Confectioner, 11, Bell Lane, Spitalfields; Mr. Lyon Gabriel, Dentist, 79, 
Fenchurch Street ; and by Mr. Isaac Vallentine, 132, Houndsditch. 


Mr.J acob Morris, Princes- 

street, Soho - - 
Mr. I. Isaacs, Lancaster - O10 0 
Mr. Lewis Lazarus, White- 


An Apprentice 


VV AdTED to the Wholesale Haberdashery, Toy, and General Fancy Trade. 
*ye'w'to L. Ahiborn and Co., 48 and 50 Whitechapel, Liverpool. 


JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 


Institution, 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 
HE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY of the Opening of this Institution wij} pe 
celebrated by a BALL, at WILLIS’ Kooms, St, JAMEs’s, on THURSDAY, the 
17th January, 1850. 
By order of the Committee of Management, 
Nov, 13, 1849. MORRIS S. OPPENHEIM, Secretary, 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 
Institution, 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 


()s THURSDAY Evening next, Nov. 29th, Mr. GEORGE DAWSON, Ma. 


(of Birmingham), will deliver his Second Lecture at this Hall, the subject 
being — 


ON POPULAR PROVERBS; THEIR WISDOM, OR WANT OF IT. 
To commence at Half-past Eight o'clock. 
Admission to Non-Members ls. Members’ Friends 64. 
Subscription 20s. and 30s. per Annum. Syllabus of Lectures to be ob- 
tained at the Institution. 
- The Discussion Class will hold its Weekly Meeting on Tuesday, the 27th. 
| MORRIS 8S. OPPENHEIM, Secretary, 


Dancing. 


D. DEN HARTOGH, Professor of Dancing, begs to inform the Public 
» that he will open a DANCING ACADEMY, on Sunday Evening next, 
at Mr. Lazarus’ Wedding and Assembly Rooms, 38, Mansell Street, Good- 
man’s Fields. M. D. den Hartogh will instruct in several New and Fashion- 
able Dances recently brought out in Paris. 

Hours of Instruction: on Sunday Evening, from 6 to 8, anda Quadrille Party 
for Adults from 8 to 11. On Tuesday Evening, from 6 to 9. Terms 
moderate. For particulars apply at Mr. Lazarus’ Wedding and Assembly 
Rooms, or to M. D. den Hartogh, 117, Leman Street, Goodman's Fields. 


Wedding Presents.—Papier Mache. 


HE greatest variety and the most tasteful of this fashionable article, sold 
at Wholesale Prices, at the Manufacturers, Salmon amd bose, 
420, Oxford Street, near Soho Square; viz., Pearl inlaid Chess 
and Flower Tables, £1 10s.; Chairs, 14s.6¢.; Pole Screens, £1 5s.; Tea 
Trays, with Pearl, £1 Is. per set; Work-boxes, from 15s.; Writing-desks, 
£1. 12s.; Knitting-boxes, 10s.; Port-folios, 7s.; Card-cases, 7s., etc. 
Tue TrRapE AND Country DEALERS SUPPLIED. 


Furnished Apartments. 


Lady or Gentleman, or Two Ladies, can be accommodated as above, in 

a Jewish Family in the neighbourhood of Finsbury, on very moderate 
terms, with the use of a Piano if required. Apply for address at the Office 
of the Jewish Chronicle, No. 24, Houndsditch. 


Assistant Wanted 
N a Jewellery and General Fancy Warehouse. A Young Man who has 
some knowledgo of the Business would be preferred, Apply to Mr. B. L. 
Joseph, Bold-street, Liverpool, 


J ewish Commercial Boarding and Lodging 
House, 
No. 44, Paradise Street, opposite the Town Hall, Birmingham. 


RS. SINAUERS gratefully returns thanks for the Patronage she has 
received since the opening of her Estallishment to her Friends, Com- 
mercial Travellers, :nd Strangers, and trusts by strict attention to the comfort 
of those Gentlemen who may visit Birmingham, to insure a continuance of 
their favours, and, combined with economical terms, to merit a share of 
public patronage and support. 


Mirs. Ezehiel’s Commercial Boarding House, 
24, Slater Street (late 14, Upper Newington), Liverpool. 
RS. E. returns thanks to her Friends, Commercial Travellers, 
Strangers visiting Liverpool, for the very liberal support she has 


received, and trusts, by her unceasing efforts and attention, to insure a com 
tinuance of their favours. | 


Private Dining Rooms, if required. 


AS Cook, &c. 
\ \ ] ANTED, in the Country, a Young Person, a Jewess, not less than 30 

years of age, to attend on a family of four children, and also to Cook, 
but to do no other menial work. She will also be required to attend on the 
Mistress, who is in ill health. Another servant is kept. Apply % Mire. 
Sidney, 27, Bevis Marks, St. Mary Axe. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Cireus Pisce, eo 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. i, Circus Place, London Wall, and publis 


Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had, at the Jewish Chronicle ae 
Friday, November 23, 


24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. 
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